The Bloody Assize
the number actually hanged, though the rest of their work
was mainly fiction." I confess that I, too, have been
struck by the careful statements of the compilers of The
Western Martyrology, and believe that these figures were
honestly estimated and are certainly not wilfully exaggerated
against their enemies. They vary, I believe, in different
editions. In the 1705 edition the numbers executed in
Somerset alone are given as 239, and in Dorset "about
eighty," and that is probably correct.
Whatever were the numbers, there is no evidence that
many ordered for execution were pardoned, and we find Jack
Ketch and his assistants were kept busy at their work until at
least December 8th, when executions took place atMinehead,
Dunster, Porlock and Dulverton, and also at Bristol of six
prisoners left under sentence at Wells*
Sir Charles Lyttelton, who was colonel of Prince George's
regiment about this time, was sent down to Taunton to keep
order, and writes very frankly to Lord Hatton about the local
complaints of the violence of " his predecessors," both as to
persons and goods- He had been through the Civil War and
had never seen such horrors. " I cannot but believe," he
writes, " we shall hear more of this when parliament meets;
and of the execution of so many of the traitors here, eighteen
at one lump, and all quartered, and more every day in other
parts of the country, which will be to the number of near
300; and most of their quarters are and will be set up ia
the towns and highways, so that the country looks, as one
passes, already like a shambles*"
This was written on October 7th, a month after the
Assizes were over, and two months at least before the execu-
tions were finished. It was written by an officer and a
gentleman in the King's service who had no sympathy with
the slain, who, he thinks, were "far from deserving any pity/*
He was in an official position and would know the official
estimate of the total executions, nor is it likely that anyone
at that date would desire to exaggerate them. His estimate
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